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Introduction
Upper School Option Courses are important and provide an
opportunity for you to start considering your path through GCSE
studies, Sixth Form and ultimately onto university or a career.
At this stage in your educational journey it is important to consider five key factors:

1. Make the decision for the right reasons. As you start to consider your future
options, you will have discussions with your parents, teaching staff and fellow pupils.
You will be offered a wealth of advice and guidance and, at times, it can easily become
confusing. It is, therefore, important to remember your parents/carers will know you well
and be acutely aware of your strengths. Your teaching staff will know you through your
previous studies and, of course, can offer advice about particular courses. It is vital you
take time to discuss and listen to the guidance given. Your friends will also be offering
advice and sharing their preferred options and they may even try to persuade you to
study subjects alongside them. This is the wrong reason for selecting a subject as you are
committing to a further two years of intense study to develop your knowledge and skills,
not to further a friendship.

2. Plan for the future. You are about to start the last and arguably most important part
of your educational journey through to Sixth Form and ultimately onto university or a
career. It is our experience that pupils at this point can either have a number of future
plans, with some able to name a particular career; however, others are still very uncertain.
At this moment in your education either of these two scenarios are completely normal.
You should not worry. If you have a clear end point, then speak to the staff concerned,
the Head of Sixth Form and of course search the university websites for potential courses
and entry requirements. If you are uncertain, then you need to keep your options broad
and balanced, to keep as many routes open as possible for your study at Sixth Form. It
can be advantageous to study a subject at GCSE in preparation for Sixth Form, but it is
not essential. The key to success here is to seek advice, guidance and speak to as many
teachers as possible in the subjects that may interest you or form part of your balanced
suite of qualifications.
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3. Success builds on success. As you start to narrow down your options, it is
important at this stage to consider why you are selecting a subject. Often it is tempting
to purely select an area of study because you enjoy being taught by a particular member
of staff. This is not a wise decision, as no school can guarantee a member of staff will be
teaching you the course. You need to consider the subject in isolation and review your
progress, the areas of study within the subject where you have achieved strong outcomes
and those you have found more difficult. Often a subject has a particular examination
board and they will specify the areas of study at both Upper School and Sixth Form. We
suggest, therefore, that you read the course guidelines with care and, once again, speak
to the subject teachers.

4. Enjoy what you are learning. It is the norm for pupils to study subjects that they
may not enjoy as much as others. Selecting a broad and balanced curriculum to prepare
yourself for the future will mean, as in life, doing things you may prefer not to do. At the
same time, it is important you do ensure your passion for learning in particular subjects is
maintained. Those subjects you enjoy will provide motivation, fun and may even form the
basis of your future career choice or become an additional hobby or interest. Everyone
needs a balance and it is an important consideration when choosing your options.

5. Build a strong foundation. Upper School studies are important. Your outcomes will
ultimately provide a foundation upon which to continue study at Sixth Form. Universities
will look at your GCSE grades and some may use them as part of the entry criteria. It is,
therefore, important you are in the driving seat when making these decisions, so become
actively involved in asking the questions, seeking advice and of course searching the
appropriate websites. You will be committing to these studies for two years and even
potentially longer, so take your time and make an informed decision. When September
does arrive, your determination, dedication, hard work, and enthusiasm will be critical to
your success. We wish you the very best in making these decisions.
The Options Process is an exciting opportunity to start thinking about the future and to
start planning your route through education. We are more than happy to discuss your
thoughts or plans and your teachers will do their very best to ensure you are in a strong
position to make the right choices..
Mr D Perry
Headteacher
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Information,
Advice and
Guidance
This is an exciting time and an important
year for all pupils. You are completing
your Lower School learning in a range of
subjects and creating the foundations of
learning and skills which will stand you in
good stead for later stages of education
and careers.

You will now, for the first time, have an
opportunity to decide for yourself some
of the subjects that you wish to study for
GCSE in Upper School. Pupils very much
enjoy choosing their option subjects and
we always aim to provide as much choice
as possible in addition to the compulsory
subjects

This booklet gives you information about
the courses on offer and about how the
option system works. You need to read it
very carefully and seek information, advice
and guidance from a number of different
sources as you make your decisions.
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There are many people who can help:

∞ Your parents and other family members. They know you best.
∞ Your subject teachers can tell you about the progress you are making and the skills
needed for GCSE.

∞ Mr Henderson, Head of Sixth Form can advise on how options may impact your
future educational journey and the courses you will be able to study after Upper School.

∞ Mr Coupe can advise on how options may support or impact on your choice of career
after you leave school.

∞ Mr Cassidy, your year leader, knows you well and will be happy to discuss your
preferences and selections.

∞ The Year 9 Options Information Evening, on Thursday 3rd March, is an
opportunity for you and your parents to find out about the process of choosing options
and ask questions.

∞ The Parent Consultation Evening, on Wednesday 16th March, is an opportunity
for your parents to speak to subject teachers about the option courses and ask questions.

∞ Curriculum Leaders, who have responsibility for subjects within their area, and your
subject teachers are a valuable source of information.
Do ask for any advice or information, we will all be pleased to help you.
Thank you,
Mr Colepio & Mr Worthington
Head of Upper School & Head of Lower School

Time-Line for Options
February 2022

Option Booklet issued to pupils

Thursday 3rd March

Year 9 Options Information Evening

Wednesday 16th March

Year 9 Parents’ Consultation Evening

Friday 31st March

Course Preferences Submitted

March to May

Individual advice as required
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The Option
Pathways
We have designed the Upper

The Red Pathway
is a more formal, academic pathway
which meets the needs of the English
Baccalaureate (EBacc). This is awarded to
pupils who achieve Grade 5+ in English,
Maths, Science, Geography or History and
a modern foreign language. Whilst the
EBacc is not a qualification in itself, it has
increasing importance in the future.

School structure to meet the
needs of all pupils by creating
pathways that allow for a broad
and balanced Curriculum.
Alongside Core subjects up to

The red pathway includes the study of a
modern foreign language.

three options are available to be

Why is it important to choose a
language?

chosen.

3 Pathways, Red, Blue and

Simply, a language will always be important
no matter what you do. To universities it
will demonstrate a broad education and for
many courses a pre-requisite, especially
those involving a year studying abroad.

Green, as pupils have different

The business argument

The options are split into

Not everybody can or wants to speak
English. The ability to communicate
in a foreign language gives an obvious
advantage to any potential employer.
There is much research into the economic
benefits of having a second language and
it could raise your salary by 8-20%. It really
makes you stand out.

strengths which will allow
progress in different courses.
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Languages are great for a wide variety
of careers especially those involving
translation or communication with people
from non-English speaking countries. This
can include careers in tourism, government,
politics, media, publishing, and journalism.
You can also work in education, fashion or
law!
Languages are vital for effective trade,
diplomacy and soft power, for social
cohesion, social mobility, and educational
attainment, all of which will be essential to
the UK’s future success,
For all the obvious benefits, the most
important reason I feel is that when you
speak to someone in their own language
you show respect. When you show
someone respect, you are much more likely
to get what you want, whether in a business
environment or simply in a shop.

They’re good for you! Speaking more than
one language increases your brain capacity
and improves your memory. It’s really
impressive to be able to speak a foreign
language. It’s a real achievement that your
friends will envy and employers will love!

The personal and well-being
argument

The Blue Pathway
allows all subjects as in the red pathway
to be taken without access to a modern
foreign language.

Simply put, the ability to communicate in
a foreign language opens up a whole new
world to you. It allows you to access all the
culture and history of a country from music
to film to simply enjoying a holiday more.
Ordering wonderful foods and actually
knowing what they are really helps! Your
family will appreciate it too! As an example,
I have visited football stadiums all over
Europe. These experiences were enhanced
by my ability to speak the language well or,
at least, quite well.

The Green Pathway
is more tailored to a small number of
pupils where GCSE courses may not meet
their needs. There will be greater focus on
Vocational and Certificated courses.
Only pupils identified by the Head of
Year will be eligible to opt for the green
pathway.
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The Options
Process and
Careers

Representing the first
opportunity that you have had
to make choices about what
to study, this is a good time to
start considering your preferred
future career, and to begin
considering what post-16 route
you might take to get there.

The good news is that our Options Pathways and the fact that some subjects such as English,
Maths and Science are compulsory, mean that most choices at GCSE won’t limit your future
options. The pathways, alongside these compulsory core subjects ensure a broad and
balanced curriculum that keeps as many options open as possible. Whilst this is generally
true, it is also important to note that choosing certain subjects will steer you towards future
broad areas of employment. For example, choosing GCSE Drama, GCSE Art & Design, or
GCSE Design Technology and similar creative subjects would make it easier to move into
the creative industries once you finish your school life. Similarly, subjects such as History or
Geography would support you if you wanted to move into careers involving government,
social work or any career where you are interacting with other people.
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One key area to think about is the study
of a modern foreign language. We are
particularly pleased at Longcroft to be
able to offer a choice of either French
or Spanish at GCSE. In an increasingly
globalised world, where careers can take
us all over the globe, studying a language
is one key way to keep your options open.
In addition, along with the core subjects of
English, Maths, Science and a Humanities
subject, the study of a foreign language is
a fundamental part of the EBacc (English
Baccalaureate) suite of subjects. Although
the EBacc isn’t a qualification in its own
right, due to the high regard in which these
subjects are held, obtaining good GCSE
results in this particular range of subjects
is extremely helpful when applying to
university.
At this stage, it is perfectly fine if you don’t
specifically know what future career you
would like to have, but thinking about the
general area in which you would like to
work is helpful. Make sure you look at the
section for each subject that outlines future
career opportunities that subject provides.
This section can help you understand the
general area that a subject could take you
into. However, if you are unsure as to what
you would like to do in the future, that is
okay as you can choose a wide range of
subjects which, combined with English,
Maths & Science, will keep doors open for
you in the future.

Which leads us on to consider our future
pathways. Although it is a question for
later, and you already have plenty to think
about right now, this is a good time to start
reflecting on the route into your future
career. In recent years, the number of
pathways that you can take after GCSEs
has expanded enormously. For example,
alongside A-Level qualifications, we now
have T-Levels, BTECs and Apprenticeships.
You could continue studying at Longcroft
and join the excellent East Yorkshire Sixth
Form, or go to a Further Education College,
or earn an apprenticeship through a
combination of paid work in a business and
a supplementary college course. You may
see yourself going to university, studying
for a traditional degree qualification or
even completing a Degree Apprenticeship.
The range of options after GCSEs is huge,
and you can start thinking now about what
route might work best for you.

If you have any questions about
careers, Mr Coupe is available
for an informal chat. If you
would prefer to email him any
questions, you can send them
to careers.leader@longcroft.
eriding.net.
Get informed and go for it!
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Core
Subjects

Maths
English Language
English Literature
Science
All pupils will follow courses in separate
sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics).

A decision on examination entry for either
Triple or Double Award will be taken before
the start of Year 10.
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Option Subjects
Pathway
RED

Option 1

Option 2

Spanish

History

French

Geography

Option 3

Art & Design

BLUE

History
Geography

Religious
Education

Art & Design

Design
Technology

Geography

Computer Science
Food Preparation
& Nutrition
Drama

GREEN

Physical Education
(GCSE PE or OCR
Sports Science)*
Music
Statistics
Food Preparation
& Nutrition

BTEC Creative
Digital Media
& BTEC Home
Cooking Skills
(combined option
includes both
qualifications)

* Once pupils have selected the
physical education course they
will be assigned to the most
appropriate course, based on their
Lower School prior attainment in
both PE and science.

History

BTEC Level 1
Design Course

Please read following pages for information
on each course.
Please note, due to numbers of pupils
choosing courses, the subject options may
change slightly and in some cases, courses
may not run so reserve option choices will
be used.
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GCSE Maths
What is this course about?
Maths is for everyone. It is diverse, engaging
and essential in equipping pupils with the
right skills to reach their future destination,
whatever that may be.
The course is broken down into 6 different
topic areas.

1.

Number

2.

Algebra

3.

Ratio, proportion and rates of change

What skills are needed?

4.

Geometry and measures

5.

Probability

6.

Statistics

The exams are made up of a mix of
question styles, from short, single-mark
questions to multi-step problems. The
mathematical demand increases as a pupil
progresses through the paper.

What skills will pupils gain?
Studying maths helps us find patterns and structure in our lives. Practically, maths helps
us put a price on things, create graphics, build websites, build skyscrapers and generally
understand how things work or predict how they might change over time or under different
conditions.
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How is this course assessed?
GCSE Mathematics has a Foundation tier
(grades 1 – 5) and a Higher tier (grades 4 –
9). Pupils must take three question papers
at the same tier.

What career or further
education opportunities does
this course lead to?
∞

Engineering

∞

Banking

Non Calculator

∞

Accountancy

Paper 2 and 3

∞

Statistical Analyser

∞

Computing

1 hour 30 minutes

∞

Education

80 marks

∞

Medicine.

Paper 1

Calculator

Each paper

33.3% of the GCSE
Qualification Received: GCSE
Grade Range: 9 – 1
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GCSE English
What is this course about?
GCSE English Language is designed on the basis that pupils should read and be assessed
on high-quality, challenging texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries. Each text studied
must represent a substantial piece of writing, making significant demands on pupils in terms
of content, structure and the quality of language. The texts, across a range of genres and
types, should support pupils in developing their own writing by providing effective models.
The texts must include literature and extended literary non-fiction, and other writing such as
essays, reviews and journalism (both printed and online). The number and types of texts, and
their length, are not prescribed.

What skills will pupils gain?
For GCSE English Language pupils should:

∞

Read fluently, and with good
understanding, a wide range of texts
from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries,
including literature and literary nonfiction as well as other writing such as
reviews and journalism

∞

Read and evaluate texts critically and
make comparisons between tex

∞

Summarise and synthesise information
or ideas from texts

∞

∞

Write effectively and coherently using
Standard English appropriately

∞

Use grammar correctly and punctuate
and spell accurately

∞

Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary,
alongside a knowledge and
understanding of grammatical
terminology, and linguistic conventions
for reading, writing and spoken language

∞

Listen to and understand spoken
language and use spoken Standard
English effectively.

Use knowledge gained from wide
reading to inform and improve their own
writing
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What skills are needed?

How is this course assessed?

The skills required are skills of reading
and writing in exams and be able to speak
fluently for their non-examined assessment.

In section A,

In reading they must be able to read for
meaning and be able to use inference.
They need to have comprehension skills
and be able to decipher different types of
texts. Also they must provide extended
responses to demonstrate their ability to
draw together different areas of knowledge,
skills and/or understanding from across a
full course of study for this qua The aim of
this paper is to engage pupils in a creative
text and inspire them to write creatively
themselves by. In writing they need to be
accurate, using paragraphs, a variety of
sentences for effect and be able to spell
complex words.

reading a literature fiction text in order
to consider how established writers use
narrative and descriptive techniques to
capture the interest of readers

In section B,
reading a literature fiction text in order
to consider how established writers use
narrative and descriptive techniques to
capture the interest of readers
The paper will assess in this sequence, AO1,
AO2 and AO4 for reading, and AO5 and
AO6 for writing.
Section A will be allocated 40 marks, and
Section B will be allocated 40 marks to
give an equal weighting to the reading and
writing tasks

Break down of assessment
between controlled assessment
and exam:
∞

Two English Language papers worth 50%
each. Both test Reading and Writing.

∞

100% Examination

Qualification Received: GCSE
Grade Range: 9 – 1
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GCSE English
Literature

What is this course about?
English Literature is the study of English poetry, prose and drama across time. The poetry is
studied in an AQA Anthology and we have selected the section called ‘Power and Conflict’.
There are 15 poems to study. There will also be a comparison of Unseen poems in the exam.
In addition, the prose is ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens; a study of Victorian attitudes
to poverty, class, status and wealth. The plays are Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’ and J.B.Priestley’s
‘An Inspector Calls’.

What skills will pupils gain?
Courses based on this specification should also encourage pupils to:

∞

∞

∞

Read a wide range of classic literature
fluently and with good understanding,
and make connections across their
reading
Read in depth, critically and evaluatively,
so that they are able to discuss and
explain their understanding and ideas

∞

Appreciate the depth and power of the
English literary heritage

∞

Write accurately, effectively and
analytically about their reading, using
standard English

∞

Acquire and use a wide vocabulary,
including the grammatical terminology
and other literary and linguistic terms
they need to criticise and analyse what
they read.

Develop the habit of reading widely and
often
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What skills are needed?
The examinations require an ability to write essays on character, theme, critical opinions
as well as knowledge of the historical, social and political context. Read, understand and
respond to texts. Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response and be
able to use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations.
Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and
effects, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate. Show understanding of the
relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written. Use a range of
vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and
punctuation.

How is this course assessed?
The course has two examination papers.
They are closed book exams.

Paper 1,
focuses on the older texts of ‘Macbeth’
and ‘A Christmas Carol’. There is an extract
given but no texts allowed. It lasts 1 hour 45
minutes.

Paper 2,
focuses on ‘An Inspector Calls’. There is
a choice of two questions but no extract.
Power and Conflict Poetry has one poem
given and the pupils have to remember a
second to compare it to. Themes include
Power, Nature, War. Then the pupils are
given the first of two unseen poems.
They must analyse this one in detail then
move on to the second to write this
comparatively. It lasts 2 hours and 15
minutes

Break down of assessment
between controlled assessment
and exam:
100% Examination
Qualification Received: GCSE
Grade Range: 9 – 1
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GCSE Science
What is this course about?
Pupils studying Science gain a greater
understanding about the world around
them. Biology specifically looks at life
and interdependence in our living world.
Chemistry looks at giving pupils a greater
understanding of particles, industrial
processes and important reactions relevant
to real life. Physics is the study physical
interactions in a real life context, from
atoms and particles, to cars and engines,
and the medical applications of the subject.

What skills will pupils gain?
Pupils will be required to carry out a series of practical exercises for the GCSE, known as
required practicals. This is examinable content. The course is designed to prepare pupils well
for future study at a higher level. There is breadth in the courses in terms of content ranging
from simple foundation skills to higher cognitive thinking exercises.
At Longcroft Sixth Form, pupils who gain a Grade 6 or above will be eligible to study Science
A-Level with the appropriate Mathematics qualification.
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What skills are needed?
All pupils will need to study for at least
the Trilogy course (2 GCSEs)—pupils will
need an investigative mind as well as the
appropriate numeracy and literacy skills to
access the course.

How is this course assessed?
Break down of assessment exams

∞

Biology (1h 45m x 2)

∞

Chemistry (1h 45m x 2)

∞

Physics (1h 45 x 2)

∞

Trilogy (1h 15m x 6)

The Exam: 100%
Qualification Received: GCSE
(either x 2 or x 3 in Separate Sciences of
Biology, Chemistry and Physics)

What career or further
education opportunities does
this course lead to?
GCSEs in the Sciences will help pupils
pursue higher education and careers in:

Grade Range: 9 – 1

∞

Medicine (Radiography, physiotherapy,
general practitioner, nurse, midwifery,
veterinary)

∞

Industry (Engineering, Chemicals, Power
Stations, Electricians)

∞

Many others can be seen on the Science
display
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GCSE Modern
Foreign
Languages

French
or Spanish

What is this course about?

What skills will pupils gain?

The aim of the French and Spanish courses
is to develop pupils’ ability in the four
language skills of speaking, listening,
reading and writing.

A working knowledge of one or more
foreign languages is becoming increasingly
important in many areas of life. There will
be more and more opportunities for people
to use a foreign language for both social
and business purposes within Europe and
beyond. Some universities ask for a foreign
language to GCSE.

The subject content will cover these main 3
broad topic areas:
Theme 1: Identity and culture
Theme 2: Local, national, international and
global areas of interest
Theme 3: Current and future study and
employment

What skills are needed?

Pupils following a foreign language course
to age 16 will not only develop their ability
to communicate in that language, but will
also acquire skills which would enable
them to learn another language later in
life. Knowledge of different languages
and cultures enriches everyday life, and
improves employment chances in our
global economy – many businesses
now find a basic knowledge of a foreign
language desirable.

The course builds on the skills and
knowledge developed in Lower School.
Pupils who study languages are required to
be resourceful, creative and independent
learners with a genuine commitment to
learning a language and a lively interest in
other people and cultures.
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How is this course assessed?

What career or further
education opportunities does
this course lead to?

Unit 1:
Listening examination. 25% of overall mark.

Reading examination. 25% of overall mark.

Almost any and every job to some extent
due to increasing internationalisation across
all sectors of commerce, particularly:

Unit 3:

∞

Tourism

∞

Teaching

Writing. 25% of overall mark.

∞

Marketing

All units will be assessed by terminal
examination in May/June of Year 11. There
is no coursework or controlled assessment
element. All papers will be marked
externally, by the exam board. Pupils will
either be entered for foundation level
(gaining a pass at grades 1-5) or higher level
(gaining a pass at grades 4-9). They will
have to be entered for the same tier for all 4
skills.

∞

Electronics

∞

Construction

∞

Sales

∞

Human Resource Management

∞

Finance

∞

Sport Management

∞

Computing

∞

Exporting

∞

Politics

∞

Engineering

∞

Law

∞

Journalism

Unit 2:

Speaking. 25% of overall mark.

Unit 4:

Qualification Received: GCSE
Grade Range: 9 – 1
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GCSE
Geography
What is this course about?
Geography provides the opportunity for
pupils to understand more about the world,
the challenges it faces and their place
within it. The GCSE course will deepen
understanding of geographical processes,
the impact of change and of complex
people-environment interactions, highlight
the dynamic links and interrelationships
between places and environments at
different scales, and develop pupil’
competence in using a wide range of
geographical investigative skills and
approaches.

Pupils will extend their Locational
Knowledge and develop competence in
Maps, Fieldwork and Geographical Skills
as they study the content for the 3 exam
papers:

Paper 1

How is this course assessed?

∞

Hazardous Earth

∞

Development Dynamics

∞

Challenges of an urbanizing world

Paper 2
∞

The UK’s evolving physical landscape

∞

The UK’s evolving human landscape

∞

Geographical investigations (rivers and
urban)

Assessment is through examination.
Fieldwork is crucial and must be undertaken
as part of the specification. It will be
assessed through examination only,
comprising 15% of the total assessment
weighting (of which 5% is allocated to skills
and 10% allocated to application).

Paper 3
∞

People and the biosphere

Qualification Received: GCSE

∞

Forests under threat

Grade Range: 9 – 1

∞

Consuming energy resources
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What skills will pupils gain?

What skills are needed?

Geography enables young people to
become globally and environmentally
informed and thoughtful, enquiring citizens.
A fun and varied subject dealing with
topical world issues, it is well regarded by
employers and all institutions of Further
Education. It teaches you research skills,
teamwork and analytical techniques of
great value to you in your future life.
Geographers can: make a concise report;
handle data; ask questions and find the
answers; make decisions about an issue;
analyse material; manage themselves;
solve problems and think independently.
Geographers are: good communicators;
socially and environmentally aware;
problem solvers; good team players; well
rounded, flexible thinkers.

∞

A willingness to listen, ask questions and
discuss ideas.

∞

An ability to work on your own and as a
member of a group.

∞

The ability to understand and use a
variety of types of information – text,
maps, diagrams, photographs, etc.

∞

Pupils will develop and use graphical,
numerical and statistical skills

∞

The ability to use ICT, particularly for
research and report writing.

∞

To be curious about the World.

What career or further education opportunities does this course
lead to?
Geography is a highly regarded subject, classified as a science subject in many universities
when studied at A Level. There is evidence that pupils who study geography through their
school lives become some of the most employable people in society.
Having geography in your list of options can lead to a variety of jobs including: architecture;
landscape architecture; agriculture; nature conservation; business; marketing; finance; travel
and tourism; recreation; surveying; town planning and teaching.
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GCSE History
What is this course about?
The course covers aspects of British and World history from the Medieval period up to the
20th Century.
Within this, there will be four key areas of study:

∞

One period study – America, 1920-1973:
Opportunity and inequality.

∞

One thematic study – Britain: Health and
the people: c1000 to the present day.

∞

One wider world depth study – Conflict
and tension between East and West,
1945-1972.

∞

One British depth study – Elizabethan
England, c1568-1603.

Each of the four areas of study account for 25% of the course and 25% of the final
examination.
The History GCSE builds on content and skills already gained at Lower School whilst
introducing further and deeper content and skills. Pupils will develop and extend their
knowledge and understanding of specified key events, periods and societies in British and
wider world history; and of the wide diversity of human experience. They will engage in
historical enquiry to develop as independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers
and develop the ability to ask relevant questions about the past, to investigate issues critically
and to make valid historical claims by using a range of sources in their historical context.
In addition, pupils will develop an awareness of why people, events and developments have
been accorded historical significance and how and why different interpretations have been
constructed about them. Pupils will also be able to organise and communicate their historical
knowledge and understanding in different ways and reach substantiated conclusions.
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What skills will pupils gain?
Pupils will develop skills of enquiry,
analysis, independent research and time
management that are vital for further study
and highly valued by employers. Pupils will
gain:

∞

A view of history from national and
international perspectives.

∞

A detailed look at dramatic and troubled
periods of human history.

∞

An appreciation of how learning from
past events can help improve the future.

∞

An insight into international
relations, global conflict and political
developments in key countries.

What skills are needed?
To do well in GCSE History you need to
be able to read and write fluently, because
a lot of information is written down.
Therefore, if you find these two things
difficult History may be rather challenging
for you. You also need to be able to analyse
and interpret historical sources, which
involves thinking for yourself about why
people represent historical events in certain
ways. It is very helpful to be inquisitive and
sceptical. You need to be able to explain,
justify and defend your own ideas about
History, so the ability to argue and debate
constructively with other people is very
helpful. The ability (and self-confidence) to
“speak your mind” and “say how you know”
will help you to become a good historian.
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GCSE History
continued
How is this course assessed?
100% by external examination with exams totalling 4 hours.
The course is assessed by external examination. There are two exam sittings which are 2
hours each in length. In each sitting, pupils will be expected to complete two exam paper
sections, therefore it is advised that pupils spend 1 hour on each exam section. Each exam
sitting makes up 50% of the final mark, each exam section makes up 25% of the final mark.

Unit 1 Exam:

Unit 2 Exam:

Understanding the Modern World
(worth 50% of final mark)

Shaping the Nation
(worth 50% of final mark)

Section A: Period Study – America, 19201973: Opportunity and inequality (worth
25% of final mark)

Section A: Thematic Study – Britain: Health
and the people: c1000 to the present day
(worth 25% of final mark)

Section B: Wider world depth study –
Conflict and tension between East and
West, 1945-1972 (worth 25% of final mark)

Section B: British depth study – Elizabethan
England, c1568-1603 (worth 25% of final
mark)
Qualification Received: GCSE
Grade Range: 9 – 1
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What career or further
education opportunities does
this course lead to?
History is recognised as a strong academic
subject by both professions and institutes of
higher education. If you are going into law,
or politics, or any profession which requires
logically thinking things through or problem
solving, then History is great preparation.

The study of people is at the heart of
History – their feelings, attitudes, prejudices
and motivation. This understanding is very
useful in the ‘people professions’, from
receptionists, hairdressers and beauticians,
to teachers, the Health Service, Social
Work and Personnel. History requires
extended, logical, reasoned debate in
writing. It is useful for any job which
requires writing reports such as the Civil
Service or Journalism. Historical knowledge
is essential for certain jobs, such as
Artist, Architect, Designer, Librarian or
Archaeologist.
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GCSE
Religious
Education
What is this course about?
At Upper School, pupils will complete the
GCSE Religious Studies course.
This allows pupils to explore the reasons
for and against religious belief by studying
Christianity and Islam and comparing these
beliefs with those of humanists. Pupils will
explore the impact religion has on modern
controversial issues such as abortion,
euthanasia, justice, capital punishment and
pacifism. They will also study Christianity
and Islam in a lot of detail.
Pupils will also have the opportunity to
explore the history of human thought and
belief and have their say on whether or not
they agree or disagree with the beliefs and
organisation of organised religion.
The course is mainly made up of reading,
writing and debate

What skills will pupils gain?
You will experience a wide range of
teaching and learning techniques
throughout the course, including role-play,
ICT and class discussion and debate.
You will learn to express your opinion with
confidence and to consider a range of
views.
Having a good understanding of many
religious and non-religious viewpoints will
give you a greater understanding of today’s
society.

- 30 -

What skills are needed?

How is this course assessed?

A desire to take part in discussions and
to consider other pupils’ and people’s
opinions.

Paper 1:
50% of total grade.
Religion and Ethics. (Christianity)

You also need to be able to analyse and
interpret information, which involves
thinking for yourself about why people say
the things they say about events. It is very
helpful to be inquisitive. You need to be
able to explain, justify and defend your own
ideas, so the ability to argue and debate
constructively with other people is very
helpful. The ability (and self-confidence) to
“speak your mind” and “say how you know”
will help you.

Paper 2:
50% of total grade.
Religion, Peace and Conflict. (Islam)
Qualification Received: GCSE
Grade Range: 9 – 1

You will need good literacy and
comprehension skills as these are essential
in completing the RE qualification.

What career or further education opportunities does this course
lead to?
The study of religion at GCSE is a fantastic opportunity to critically examine religion and
decide if you think religious belief has been a positive or negative force in the world. You will
also have the opportunity to touch upon some philosophy and sociology, which are exciting
A-level subjects offered in Longcroft’s Sixth Form.
Philosophy is held in high regard in many of the top universities throughout the world.
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GCSE
Computer
Science

What is this course about?
Rather than just using computers and
software, Computer Science teaches pupils
how to use and program them to work for
us and mould them to do exactly what we
want them to do.

What skills will pupils gain?

Pupils will explore a computer science
curriculum developed to meet the needs
of technology firms including Google and
Microsoft, helping to prepare them for
employment in a range of exciting and
rewarding careers pathways. Pupils will
learn about critical thinking, analysis and
problem solving in a fun and interesting
way. These skills can also be applied to dayto day life.
Pupils will learn about hardware and
software, computers in the real world
and how to program through practical
investigations of their own.

Learn to write computer code and
become an active creator and controller of
technology instead of just being a passive
user. Know how systems work, how they
are designed and programmed and gain
familiarity with the fundamental principles
of information and computation. Enrich
your life through digital communication
and education. Develop the skill to
understand and change the world
through computational thinking and an
excitement in developing and using digital
technologies.
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What skills are needed?

How is this course assessed?

The pupils’ experience of ICT from study
in Years 7 to 9, alongside an interest in
programming and demonstrated skills in
Science & Maths (at Grade 4 by Progress
Update 3) will provide the necessary
building blocks required for this exciting
opportunity. Pupils who may be slightly
weaker in either Maths or Science, but
who can demonstrate an aptitude for
programming (the opportunity will be
provided), may also have their chance to
get their hands on a Raspberry Pi.

The assessment of this course consists of
two externally-examined papers. Paper 1
is a written examination and Paper 2 is a
practical onscreen assessment.

What career or further
education opportunities does
this course lead to?

Part 1
Principles of Computer Science. Written
Examination, worth 75 marks, 90 minutes,
(50% of GCSE) – Computational thinking,
data, computers and software, networks,
and issues and impact.

Part 2
Application of Computational Thinking.
Onscreen examination, worth 75 marks, 120
minutes (50% of GCSE) – Problem solving
with programming.
Qualification Received: GCSE

Pupils who succeed as programmers will
have their choice of careers in a lucrative
and effectively, seller’s market. Even
if programming is not the pupil’s first
choice of career, the logical, analytical
and problem solving skills which will be
developed are still much sought after by
any progressive employer.

Grade Range: 9 – 1
Entry Criteria: Science & Maths at Grade 4
by Progress Update 3 (See Skills section).

To see how computing skills can applied
to a wide range of careers, the programme
‘Coding:
The Future is Creative’ is available on the
BBC iPlayer or log onto http://www.bbc.
co.uk/programmes/p01w57h6 to see the
clips.
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GCSE Art
& Design
What is this course about?
Art and Design is a practical subject which
requires the application of knowledge and
understanding to develop original and
creative art work as a response to a theme.
Pupils are encouraged to research the
work of other artists, designers and crafts
people, to experiment with techniques and
materials and develop their own ideas to
produce a portfolio of work and original
and final work.
Pupils develop their preparatory work in
a sketchbook, in response to a theme,
which chronicles the development of
their practical skills, through research,
experimentation with materials and the
development and refinement of their own
personal ideas. Pupils are encouraged to
work independently and the exam board
allows flexibility so that everyone can work
to their individual strengths and interests,
whether it is in drawing and painting,
collage, sculpture, textiles,2-D and 3-D
design.

What skills will pupils gain?
Increasingly we live in a world where
visual literacy is an essential skill and this
course will help enable pupils to develop
the skills to respond to the wide variety of
images that surround us. The course covers
the development of practical skills using
different materials and ways of working to
respond to a given theme. In addition, all
pupils are required to develop their critical
skills by studying the work of other artists,
designers and craftspeople from a variety of
different cultures.
Research skills are enhanced as pupils
explore a given theme, collecting, creating
and recording visual information to be used
to inspire and inform their own ideas and
to promote an original final outcome. By
working through the design process, pupils
are able to further their problem solving
skills, creative thinking, presentational skills
and the ability to work independently.
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What skills are needed?

How is this course assessed?

The course is developed to cater for pupils
of all levels of ability. However, a wide range
of competencies are desired that include;
creative thinking, time management,
the ability to work independently and
imaginatively, and a readiness to experiment
and take chances. Eligible pupils will have
shown commitment to their work in terms
of effort, have met deadlines and have a
positive extended study record at Lower
School. It is essential, for you to gain the
most satisfaction from the course for you
to have a genuine interest in the subject.

Break down of assessment between
controlled assessment and exam:

Controlled Assessment: 60%
Coursework is made up of two
assignments. Each assignment lasts for two
terms and is based on a specific theme.
Coursework preparatory work is produced
in sketchbooks or in a coursework folder,
with a final outcome on a scale and in
a medium of your choice. Assessment
is based on four assessment criteria;
development of ideas, refining ideas,
recording ideas and presenting a personal
response.

Exam: 40%

What career or further
education opportunities does
this course lead to?

The exam board set the assignment brief
which is given to pupils in February of Year
11 pupils will then start on their research
project for the exam culminating in a tenhour exam in May.
Qualification Received: GCSE

A GCSE in Art and Design will help pupils
pursue higher education or careers in many
creative and design related fields and far
from being limited to employment in Fine
Art or Art and Design could also lead into:

∞

Graphic Design

∞

Interior Design

∞

Advertising

∞

Fashion and Textiles

∞

Architecture

∞

Web-based Design

∞

Photography

Grade Range: 9 – 1
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Physical
Education

GCSE &
OCR Sports Science

What is this course about?
The school runs two PE qualifications outlined below. For pupils who wish to follow an
examination PE subject, we will assess which is the most appropriate course after the 1st half
term. This assessment will be based upon both academic and practical abilities as well as
aptitude.

GCSE Physical

OCR Cambridge

Education

National Sports Science

What skills will pupils gain?

What skills will pupils gain?

This qualification is ideal for anyone who
is interested in sport and/or considering a
career in the sport industry. The course is
challenging and exciting covering a wide
range of topics:

This qualification will enable pupils to
understand and apply the fundamental
principles and concepts of Sport Science.
Pupils will develop learning and practical
skills that can be applied to real-life
contexts and work situations

In Year 10 you will study the following:
In Year 10 you will study the following:
Applied anatomy & physiology, Movement
analysis, Physical training & Use of data

Reducing the risk of sports injuries and
dealing with common medical conditions
& Applying the principles of training: fitness
and how it affects skill performance

In Year 11 you will study the following:
Sport psychology, Socio-cultural influences,
Health fitness & well-being & Use of data

In Year 11 you will study the following:
Nutrition and sports performance
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What skills are needed?

What skills are needed?

To take this qualification you will need to
enjoy your sport and PE and you need to
be motivated and organised. It is of vital
importance when selecting GCSE PE that
you have a genuine interest in playing sport
and that you are engaged in sport both in
and outside school.

If you enjoy PE and sport and you work
better by submitting coursework rather
than exams then this is the course for you!

How is this course assessed?

How is this course assessed?

70% of the course is theory based.

100% of the course is theory based (lots of
practical elements)

2 x exams – each worth 30%
1 x exam – worth 40%
1 x controlled assessment – worth 10%
2 x controlled assessment – worth 60%
3 x practical sports – each worth 10%

What career or further education opportunities do these courses
lead to?
∞

AS, A level in Physical Education / Sports Science.

∞

BTEC National Diploma in Sport and Exercise Science.

∞

Access to any sporting qualification
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GCSE Music
What is this course about?

What skills will pupils gain?

GCSE Music is designed to allow the
study of music through the integration
of performing, composing, listening and
appraising with opportunities to use music
technology. It recognises that we live in an
age of cultural diversity and the areas of
study cover a wide range of music: classical
music, world music, and popular music.
This flexibly structured course allows pupils
to capitalise on their different interests
and caters for a wide spectrum of musical
abilities. It gives pupils the opportunity
to make music, both individually and in
groups, to develop a life-long interest in
music and to progress to further study.

GCSE Music provides pupils the opportunity
to gain self-confidence and develops
team-working skills through performing
with others, extends pupil’ creative skills
through composing music and encourages
the understanding of the importance of
continuous evaluation and refinement in
any process.
The course provides a solid foundation
for progression to music related courses,
including A-level Music, and a career in
music professions.

What skills are needed?
An ability to play an instrument or sing to a reasonable standard.
You have already listened to a variety of music in class and these skills are developed as you
study some set pieces taken from the classical, 20th Century, popular and world music Areas
of Study.
You have been introduced to creating music of your own choice in class and this is
developed on the GCSE course as you choose two topics for composition. For example you
could compose a song, a piece of classical music or some world music.
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How is this course assessed?
Performing (30%)

Listening And Appraising (40%)

1.

Perform a solo piece

2.

Performing an ensemble piece

Written paper 1 hour 45 mins at the end of
the course answering questions on the set
works studied in the four Areas of Study:

∞

Instrumental Music 1700-1820

∞

Vocal Music

∞

Music for Stage and Screen

Composition 1
Based on one of the Areas of Study
15% Coursework

∞

Fusions

Composition 2
Composing to a brief outlined by the Exam
Board – controlled assessment.
15% Coursework

Grade Range: 9 – 1

Either the solo or the ensemble piece
must come from the same area of study as
composition one. The other performance
can be any style/genre.

Composing (30%)

Qualification Received: GCSE

What career or further
education opportunities does
this course lead to?
If you enjoy the GCSE Music course then
you can consider an:
A-Level in Music
Your listening skills will enhance the
aural perception needed in language
examinations. Your performing skills will
give you confidence in playing to an
audience – useful if you intend to pursue a
career that involves presenting regularly, for
example, Law.
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GCSE Drama
What is this course about?

What skills are needed?

The GCSE course in Drama is a dynamic,
challenging and varied course which
provides a progressive education in
performance skills, theatre practitioners and
analysis of text and performance.

Drama is a practical option therefore
competence or strong interest in acting is
essential. It is also surprisingly academic
and the ability to write coherent essays or
the desire to develop in this area is also
essential. You will be frequently expected to
perform classwork and assessments in front
of your class.

What skills will pupils gain?
One of the attractions of Drama is the
group work that you will find is at the heart
of the practical element of the course. This
will help you to become more confident
and will promote team-building and
communication skills. There is a lot of
satisfaction to be gained from presenting
your work to an audience, whether you
are interpreting the work of a successful
playwright or devising and presenting your
own original ideas.
The critical and practical skills and
experiences that you will acquire during
your Drama course are all good ‘life skills’
that you will be able to draw upon in the
future.

- 40 -

How is this course assessed?
Practical Component
(worth 60%)
Over the three years pupils complete five
practical controlled assessment projects
that cover a range of theatre styles. We
currently offer Devised Thematic (work
created from a theme using text and
improvised work) Theatre in Education,
improvisation and scripted projects of
‘Blood Brothers’ by Willy Russell and
plays by John Godber such as ‘Teechers’,
‘Bouncers’ and ‘Shakers’.
Practical Controlled Assessment projects
consist of two parts which are assessed
separately:

1.

Part 1 (progression and evaluation)

2.

Part 2 (live presentation of practical work)

Written Paper (worth 40%)
The written paper is taken at the end of
the three years and covers three areas of
study, which the pupils have experienced
during the course. They are expected to
answer questions on the creative process
and outcome of their own practical work
including a play they have studied and their
improvised work. They will also be prepared
to write responses to live productions
seen during the course. Therefore there
will be a variety of theatre trips organised
which pupils will be expected to attend as a
requirement of the course.
Qualification Received: GCSE
Grade Range: 9 – 1

What career or further education opportunities does this course
lead to?
A GCSE in Drama provides a solid foundation for further studies in the performing arts,
including A-level Theatre Studies. It will help pupils pursue their education or a career
in many creative fields and is excellent preparation for any course requiring good
communication and group work skills.
Employers value creativity and personality as they offer their company skills in inventive
thinking and problem solving. The creative industries employ over 1.5 million people and the
sector continues to grow.
Potential career paths include Arts/theatre administration, journalism, director, actor,
designer, stage management, broadcaster/media-presenter, teaching, drama therapist,
playwright, the civil service, the police, and public services.
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GCSE Design
Technology
What is this course about?

What skills are needed?

Design Technology at Longcroft School
prepares pupils to participate in an ever
increasingly technological world. You will
be more aware of and learn from, wider
influences on design and technology,
including historical, social/cultural,
environmental and economic factors. The
course seeks to explore both technical and
creative aspects of the technological world
we live in.

A wide range of competences are required,
including: problem solving; investigation
of a design problem including client and
user needs; analysing and development of
ideas through 3D conceptual thinking; time
management; CAD & CAM; manufacturing
and ICT.

During the course you will gain knowledge
and understanding of a wide range of
materials such as papers, cards, metals,
woods, polymers and natural and synthetic
fabrics. You will also build on your
experience of different manufacturing
processes in order to design and make
prototypes in response to issues, needs,
problems and opportunities.
The focus is on problem solving through
using the most appropriate materials
and processes, using your creativity and
imagination.

Pupils should will need the ability and
discipline to keep up to date with deadlines
and take pride in all work produced. They
should possess the drive to question
design decisions and justify their choices
and should be willing to work both
independently and as part of a group.
The underlying skill in all design work is
a willingness to innovate and invent and
being able to communicate ideas through
drawings, annotation and modelling. Ideas
should be driven by solutions, as opposed
to the materials available.
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What skills will pupils gain?

How is this course assessed?

Over the next two years, pupils develop
their awareness of technical principles
as well as their design and making skills
using a range of materials, machinery and
equipment previously studied in Years 7, 8
and 9.

Break down of assessment between
controlled assessment and exam:

Non-Exam Assessment: 50%

The course will, for its entirety have 1 lesson
per week focused purely on the theory
aspect of the course. This will cover the
wide variety of topics needed by the exam
board in preparation for their final exam.
Each week will see a new theory homework
given and after every unit (7 in total) pupils
will have an end of unit assessment. Exams
and Mocks are an integral part of the
course in preparing pupils for their final
assessments.
The remaining 2 lessons a week will cover
3 mini projects over the course of the year,
designed to cover the specification needs
in designing, planning, manufacturing and
evaluating. Pupils will make a Foot Stool, a
Mini Cabinet and lastly a small Coffee Table,
with each project carefully designed to
ensure that pupils have all the knowledge to
succeed in their final written exam and their
controlled assessment.
Towards the end of year, pupils will be
given their NEA Context from the exam
board. This is a Design and Make task which
will last until the following Easter of Year
11. This will account for 50% of the entire
course marks.

Currently the major assessed project is
based upon the design and manufacture of
a product working within the pupil’ chosen
specialism, in this case Timber based
Materials.
Pupils will have the freedom to select the
product to be designed, manufactured and
in some cases marketed.
The context for this will be supplied by the
exam board at the end of Year 10.

Exam: 50%
Externally accessed exam sat in the final
summer term, 2 hours long.
Qualification Received: GCSE
Grade Range: 9 to 1

What career or further
education opportunities does
this course lead to?
A GCSE in Product Design will help pupils
pursue higher education or careers in
many design related fields, some of
which include: Industrial/Product Design,
Packaging Design, Architecture, Software
engineer, Graphic Design,Interior Design,
Design Project Management, Engineering,
Teacher/Lecturer of Design and Technology
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GCSE Food Preparation
& Nutrition
What is this course about?
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition allows pupils to gain skills in preparing and cooking
a wide range of food commodities through practical work and to study theory related to
nutrition, food science, food production and processing and food choices.

What skills will pupils gain?
By studying the GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition you will:

∞

Be able to demonstrate effective
and safe cooking skills by planning,
preparing and cooking a variety of food
commodities whilst using different
cooking techniques and equipment

∞

Develop knowledge and understanding
of the functional properties and

∞

Chemical characteristics of food as well
as a sound knowledge of the nutritional
content of food and drinks

∞

∞

Understand the economic,
environmental, ethical and sociocultural influences on food availability,
production processes, diet and health
choices demonstrate knowledge
and understanding of functional
and nutritional properties, sensory
qualities and microbiological food
safety considerations when preparing,
processing, storing, cooking and serving
food

∞

Understand and explore a range of
ingredients and processes from different
culinary traditions (traditional british and
international) to inspire new ideas or
modify existing recipes.

Understand the relationship between
diet, nutrition and health, including the
physiological and psychological effects
of poor diet and health
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What skills are needed?
The course is designed for pupils of all abilities who enjoy preparing, eating and learning
about food. A genuine interest in the subject is essential as there is a theory and written
element as well as the practical work. Pupils need to be organised to bring ingredients each
week and willing to try new foods and show creativity and independent working.

How is this course assessed?

What career or further
education opportunities does
this course lead to?

Two controlled tasks (Non exam
assessments or NEAs) and a written paper:

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition
can lead to further study of Level 3 Food
Science and Nutrition or Hospitality and
Catering courses.

NEA1
Food Science Investigation worth 15%. The
brief is released by Eduqas in September
of the final year of your course and be
completed by the November.

Careers include those in the hospitality
industry such as Chef or front of house
staff; medical professions such as Dietician
or Nutritionist and the Food Industry such
as Food Technologist or Home Economist.

NEA2
Food Preparation Task worth 35% of the
GCSE. The brief is released by Eduqas in
November for completion by March.
These tasks are marked by your teacher and
externally moderated by the exam board.
A written theory exam paper worth 50%,
externally marked.
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GCSE
Statistics
What is this course about?
Statistics is about making decisions when
there is uncertainty. Perhaps one of the
most versatile areas of Maths, it gives pupils
the skills to collect, analyse, interpret and
present data.
GCSE Statistics gives pupils the opportunity
to broaden their knowledge in a key
component of Maths that is relevant to
everyday life.

What skills will pupils gain?
They’ll develop a core statistical
grounding, as well as transferable skills and
understanding that’s applicable to a range
of other subjects. It will also benefit those
progressing to other A-level subjects such
as the sciences, geography and psychology.

What skills are needed?
Good understanding of Maths, percentages,
averages, interpreting and representing
data.
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How is this course assessed?
GCSE Statistics has a Foundation tier
(grades 1 – 5) and a Higher tier (grades 4 –
9). Pupils must take two question papers at
the same tier.

Two papers each worth 50%
Exam is made up of Multiple choice, short
answer and a Statistical Enquiry Cycle (SEC)
question.
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
Tiered Higher and Foundation
80 marks

What career or further
education opportunities does
this course lead to?
It complements subjects such as GCSE
Biology, Psychology, Geography, Business
and Economics, and opens the door
to a variety of careers – from weather
forecasting to the biological sciences.
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BTEC Home
Cooking Skills
What is this course about?
The course covers a wide variety of topics
including health and safety and hygiene
within the kitchen, selecting and preparing
ingredients as directed within a recipe, food
presentation, budgeting and sharing of
knowledge.

∞

Knowledge, skills and confidence to
enjoy cooking meals at home.

∞

Understanding of how to economise
when planning meals.

∞

Confidence to transfer skills learned to
other recipes and to continue cooking
for yourself and your family.

∞

Understanding of the nutritional value of
food

∞

Ability to adapt a recipe for different
dietary requirements.

∞

Ability to plan a meal on a budget.

∞

Cooking and food preparation skills.

∞

Working safely and hygienically in the
kitchen.

∞

Ability to use a variety of equipment and
tools correctly/safely.

∞

Ability to follow a recipe and method in
the correct order.

∞

Understand the correct storage of
ingredients.

What skills will pupils gain?
You will develop your basic cooking skills
and learn how to use kitchen equipment
safely. Each recipe will be taught with
information about sourcing food, nutrition
and hygiene and food safety. You will
develop your cooking skills further by
exploring more complex recipes. You will
also look at how to cook different elements
of a meal and consider how to serve
them at the same time. The importance
of presenting food well and how this
contributes to its enjoyment is reflected
on too. Completing this qualification will
develop your:
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What skills are needed?
The course is designed for pupils of all
abilities who enjoy preparing, eating and
learning about food. A genuine interest
in the subject is essential as there is a
theory and written element as well as the
practical work. Pupils need to be organised
to bring ingredients each week and willing
to try new foods and show creativity and
independent working.

How is this course assessed?
Internal assessment of each unit criteria
from a range of evidence including
pupil’s practical work, written work and
presentations.

What career or further
education opportunities does
this course lead to?
Qualifications in Hospitality and Catering
and careers in Hospitality, Catering or Food
Manufacture.
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BTEC Creative
Digital Media
What is this course about?
BTEC Firsts in Creative Digital Media Production can help you take your first steps towards a
career in the digital industry. You’ll learn essential skills such as planning and pitching a digital
media product, digital publishing and producing digital video, audio and games.

What skills will pupils gain?
The core units are:

Unit 1:

The optional specialist units:

Digital Media Sectors and Audiences – in
this unit learners will explore the digital
media industry and all five key sectors that
fall under it (Digital Moving Image,

∞

Digital Moving Images

∞

Digital Audio Production

∞

Digital Publishing Production

∞

Website Production

∞

Digital Games Production

Digital Audio Production, Digital Publishing,
Website Production and Digital Games
Production). They will also explore the
different types of audiences and how
audiences can engage with each sector.

Unit 2:
Planning and Pitching a Digital Media
Product – in this unit learners will use their
verbal, written and visual communication
skills to enable them to formulate, develop
and pitch ideas of a product that they then
plan to produce.
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What skills are needed?
Learners do not need to achieve any other
qualifications before registering for a BTEC
First. No prior knowledge, understanding or
skills are necessary. There are no specific
requirements for this qualification.
Pupils will ideally have an interest in
Information Technology and enjoy solving
problems.

How is this course assessed?
Qualification:
BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Creative
Digital Media Production

Assessment:
The BTEC first award has units that are
centre assessed (internal) and one unit that
Pearson set and mark externally.

What career or further
education opportunities does
this course lead to?
Employment within the creative digital
media industry, such as junior roles working
in moving image production, audio
production, publishing, website production
or digital games production.
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BTEC Level 1
Design Course*

* Final details of the course will
be confirmed once the cohort
is identified, so it can be tailored
to meet the requirements of the
group

What is this course about?

What skills will pupils gain?

BTECs embody a fundamentally learnercentered approach to the curriculum, with
a flexible, unit-based structure. In this new
BTEC Introductory course, the focus is on
the development of both transferable and
sector skills. The development of these
skills is key in helping progression to further
study – whether that be to other BTECs, to
apprenticeships or to training.

Learners will develop key techniques to
help organise their work and priorities and
manage their time effectively. From creating
to-do lists and filing systems to setting up
your phone for alerts and alarms, this unit
will introduce you to ways that will help you
to plan and use your time effectively, as well
as organising yourself and your work. After
learning and practicing these techniques,
you will have the opportunity to put
them into practice over a period of time,
reviewing how successful they were and
whether they improved your organisational
skills. Digital Games Production

How is this course assessed?
The course assessment will be completed over 70 guided learning hours.
Two units must be achieved, of which one must be taken from Core Skills (Group A),
Developing a Personal Progression Plan and one unit from the sector options (Group B).
The award offers the opportunity for learners to study a sector unit based in this case around
manufacturing and plan for their next steps by completing the mandatory unit: Developing a
Personal Progression Plan.
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What skills are needed?
∞

Staying with a problem until it is resolved

∞

Using IT to help solve problems

∞

Using communication for different
purposes

Collecting and using information from
different sources

∞

Communicating in a variety of ways,
including electronic and social media.

Determining relevance and accuracy of
information

∞

Organising information

∞

Setting common goals

∞

∞

Showing respect for others in the team
and valuing their contributions

Representing information in different
ways

∞

Listening to others in the team, being
open minded

Using IT to present and store
information

∞

Setting goals and planning ahead

∞

Taking on roles and responsibilities

∞

Being proactive and flexible

∞

Identifying issues by being able to
examine information

∞

Being resilient and able to work under
pressure

∞

Dealing with change

∞

∞

Decision making to find solutions

Monitoring performance and devising
strategies for improvement

∞

Using IT for time management

∞

Writing, speaking and listening to others

∞

Using body language to help
communication

∞
∞

∞

What career or further education opportunities does this course
lead to?
A BTEC Level 1 design course will help pupils pursue future higher education or careers in
many design related fields, some of which include: Industrial/Product Design, Packaging
Design, Architecture, Software engineer, Graphic Design, Interior Design, Design Project
Management, Engineering, Teacher/Lecturer of Design and Technology, Electrical
Engineering, Mechanical Engineer, Civil Engineer, Construction, Robotics, Aerospace
Engineer, Automotive Engineering.
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Key Contacts
All staff can be contacted by telephone, (01482) 862171
or email, school@longcroft.eriding.net

Year Leader:

Curriculum / Subject Leaders
Mr Cassidy

Advice and Guidance:
Mr Colepio

Curriculum:

Art:

Mrs Gibson

Computer Science:

Mr Hildreth

Design Technology:
Mr O’Brien

Careers:

Mr Dyson and
Mrs Wrigglesworth

English:

Mrs Foster

Mr Coupe

Head of Sixth Form:
Mr Henderson

Food and Nutrition:

Mrs George

History:

Mr Pearson

Geography:
Mathematics:
Modern Foreign Languages:

Mr Bull
Mrs Woolner
Mrs Lear

Performing Arts:

Mrs Harris

Physical Education:

Mr Martin

Religious Education:
Science:
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Mr Fox
Mrs Scott

Contact
Details
Longcroft School and Sixth Form College
Burton Road
Beverley
East Yorkshire
HU17 7EJ
Telephone: 01482 862171
Email: school@longcroft.eriding.net
Website: www.longcroftschool.co.uk

Head of School
Mr D Perry
Chair of Governors
Mr A Marham

